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Behnigseh's home, in particular, the choice lay between
Guelfs and National Liberals, and for the time being the
latter supplied the best substratum of any in which the
Empire could strike root. It was these political considera-
tions which induced me to make overtures to them, as at
the present time the strongest party, by seeking to win
their leader as my colleague; whether for financial or
internal business was indifferent to me. I regarded the
matter from the purely political standpoint conditioned
by my view that, for the present and until after the next
great wars, the main issue was the firm consolidation of
Germany, protected by its army against external dangers
and by its Constitution against internal dynastic schisms.
Whether our domestic Constitution turns out a little more
Conservative or a little more Liberal, is a question of
expediency which can only be calmly considered when the
building is weather-proof. I desired sincerely to persuade
him, as I expressed it, to jump into my boat and help me
steer; I was drawn up by the landing-stage and waiting
for him to embark.

Bennigsen, however, insisted on his refusal to enter
without Forckenbeck and Stauffenberg, and left me under
the impression that my attempt had failed. This impres-
sion was quickly strengthened by the arrival of an excep-
tionally ungracious letter from the Emperor, informing
me that Count Eulenburg had entered his room with the
question: 'Has your Majesty heard yet of the new min-
istry? Bennigsen/ This communication was followed
by a violent outburst of imperial indignation at my arbi-
trary proceedings, and my venturing to suggest that he
should cease to govern in 'Conservative fashion/ I was
ill and tired out, and the wording of the imperial letter,
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